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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY
Call to Silence
Welcome to our service of Holy Communion. If you are unfamiliar with the ritual customs of the
Anglican Church, simply relax with the liturgy and let the rest of the congregation carry you in
worship.
As today’s service begins, a gong will sound, calling us to stillness before God. As its sound fades
away, we stand to sing our processional hymn.

Processional Hymn #
Greeting
Arise, shine, for your light has come.
The glory of the Lord has risen upon you!
The glory of God shines in the darkness.
Lift up your eyes and look around.
Follow the star, wherever it leads!
Take the journey that leads to the child.
Let your hearts rejoice. Celebrate with joy!
We worship the Christ child, the hope of the world.
The Gloria or …..
Collect
Creator of the heavens, who led the Magi by a star to worship the Christ-child:
guide and sustain us, that we may ﬁnd our journey’s end in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Children’s Time
The children are invited to come forward at this time. As the children will remain in the service,
there are activity packs at the back. Nursery is available—please speak to an usher.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6
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Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will
arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, and
kings to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather
together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters
shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart
shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the
wealth of the nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the
young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring
gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Psalm 72:1-7, 7-14
New Testament Reading: Ephesians 3:1-12
This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—
for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given to
me for you, and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote
above in a few words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding
of the mystery of Christ. In former generations this mystery was not made known to
humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit:
that is, the Gentiles have become fellow-heirs, members of the same body, and sharers
in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. Of this gospel I have become a servant
according to the gift of God’s grace that was given to me by the working of his power.
Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the
Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what is
the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; so that through
the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers
and authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal purpose
that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in
boldness and confidence through faith in him.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Gradual Hymn
The Gospel Reading: Matthew 2:1-12
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The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from
the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ When
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been
written by the prophet: “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means
least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my
people Israel.” Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the
exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go
and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that
I may also go and pay him homage.’ When they had heard the king, they set out; and
there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over
the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother;
and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream
not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.
The Gospel of Christ. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ
Homily: The Rev. Dr. Jane Rowland
The Prayers of the People
The Confession
The grace of God has dawned upon the world through our Saviour Jesus Christ,
who sacriﬁced himself for us to purify a people as his own.
Let us confess our sins.
Silence is kept.

God be gracious to us and bless us, and make your face shine upon us:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
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May your ways be known on the earth, your saving power among the nations:
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
You, Lord, have made known your salvation,
and reveal your justice in the sight of the nations:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Absolution
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, pardon and
deliver you from all your sins, conﬁrm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep
you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
The Peace
Christ came and proclaimed the gospel:
Peace to those who are far off and peace to those who are near.
The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.
Offertory Hymn #
The Prayer over the Gifts:
Gracious God, accept the offering of your Church, the hearts of your people joined
in praise and thanksgiving, in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.
Eucharistic Prayer #5, p. 204
The Lord’s Prayer, p. 211
Breaking of the Bread
We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world.
God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life.
The gifts of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.
Agnus Dei
Jesus Lamb of God, have mercy on us,
Jesus bearer of our sins, have mercy on us,
Jesus redeemer of the world, give us your peace.
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The Communion
All are welcome to join us at the Lord’s Table. If you prefer to receive a blessing, please cross
your arms. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.
If you desire personal prayer following communion, a prayer team is available in the Prayer
Chapel. Prayer will also be available after the service.

Prayer after Communion
God of all nations of the earth, guide us with your light. Help us to recognize Christ
as he comes to us in this eucharist and in our neighbours. May we welcome him
with love, for he is Lord now and for ever. Amen.
Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask
or imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in
Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen.
Blessing
Announcements
Recessional Hymn
The Dismissal of the Community
Response: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
Prayers


In our own parish let us ask for God's healing love to uphold and sustain all who are
in any kind of need, especially: Arnold Williams, Al Both, Carol Kyle, Lorraine Grant,
Eileen Williams, Fred Tom Jaeger, Elsie Matthews, Olive Holgate, Rachel Patrick, Basil
Stevens, Maria Dalla Costa, Marguerite Dimmer, Edna Webb, Nathan Wadman,
Pamela Grigg, Sylvia Stanley, Jennifer Wiebe, Connie Hill, Howie Dawe, Joy Tufts,
Judy and Emily Rousell and family, Kolby Thomson, Ruth Elford, Laurie Arsenault,
Kenneth Robertson, Tracey (Janzen) Grenier, Ernie Rice, Edith Lenko, Nellie Werth,
Joan Brisbourne, Chad McGregor, Peggy Brookes, Mariam Jacob, Andrew Howe,
Linda Redel.
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Epiphany Reflection
When the song of the angels is stilled
When the star in the sky is gone
When the kings and princes are home
When the shepherds are back with their flocks
The work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost
To heal the broken
To feed the hungry
To release the prisoner
To rebuild the nations
To bring peace among the people
To make music in the heart.
Howard Thurman

