MINISTRY OF THE WORD – November 13, 2016
A Reading from Genesis 18: 1 - 10
The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his
tent in the heat of the day. He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw
them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground. He said,
‘My lord, if I find favour with you, do not pass by your servant. Let a little water be brought,
and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. Let me bring a little bread, that you
may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your
servant.’ So they said, ‘Do as you have said.’ And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah,
and said, ‘Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.’
Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who
hastened to prepare it. Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and
set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree while they ate. They said to him,
‘Where is your wife Sarah?’ And he said, ‘There, in the tent.’ Then one said, ‘I will surely return
to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.’ And Sarah was listening at the
tent entrance behind him.
A Reading from 1 Peter 4: 1 – 2; 7 – 11
Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same intention
(for whoever has suffered in the flesh has finished with sin), so as to live for the rest of your
earthly life no longer by human desires but by the will of God.
The end of all things is near; therefore be serious and discipline yourselves for the sake of
your prayers. Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a multitude of
sins. Be hospitable to one another without complaining. Like good stewards of the manifold
grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received. Whoever speaks
must do so as one speaking the very words of God; whoever serves must do so with the
strength that God supplies, so that God may be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. To
him belong the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to Luke 14: 1 – 14
On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal
on the sabbath, they were watching him closely. Just then, in front of him, there was a man
who had dropsy. And Jesus asked the lawyers and Pharisees, ‘Is it lawful to cure people on the
sabbath, or not?’ But they were silent. So Jesus took him and healed him, and sent him away.
Then he said to them, ‘If one of you has a child or an ox that has fallen into a well, will you not
immediately pull it out on a sabbath day?’ And they could not reply to this. When he noticed
how the guests chose the places of honour, he told them a parable. ‘When you are invited by
someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honour, in case someone

more distinguished than you has been invited by your host; and the host who invited both of
you may come and say to you, “Give this person your place”, and then in disgrace you would
start to take the lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place,
so that when your host comes, he may say to you, “Friend, move up higher”; then you will be
honoured in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. For all who exalt themselves will
be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.’
He said also to the one who had invited him, ‘When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not
invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbours, in case they may
invite you in return, and you would be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor,
the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you,
for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.’

